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IT'S A BIG, BOUNCY BUSINESS

By David Sharos 

special to the sun

Moonwalk castles have long been a staple at community festivals or as special attractions parents offer at a backyard birthday party. 

But for those looking for some major jumping action, a new Naperville business set to open in the next few weeks may be the thing to chase the impending winter doldrums away. 

Milenka DenHartog and her husband, Van, plan to launch their own business, the "Big Bounce Party Zone" early next month. DenHartog said she hopes the new enterprise will allow her to work while still being active with her family. 

"I've worked as a News Anchor woman for "Telemundo", the Spanish network of NBC for many years, and after a while, journalism just owns you," she said. "I wanted to get away from the pressure and commitment, but still work and have more time with my family, which is my number one priority. My husband and I have had this idea for about half a year now, and we're just about ready to go."  DenHartog has many years of experience in the media business and has received numerous accolades, among them an EMMY Award nomination and a Silver Dome Award, but nothing was as exciting and challenging as starting their own business, she said.
The couple spent many months researching their business model, and has since purchased 10 jumping apparatuses that DenHartog said will be rotated to keep kids interested.  Slides, "Crayola crayon" castles, a carousel and a bouncer maze are just some of the configurations the couple plans to offer. The jumping gear came mostly from a California manufacturer. 

While most of the "castles" are anywhere from 18 to 20 feet high, DenHartog says they are fairly easy to set up. 

"You can actually inflate one of these structures in just a couple of minutes," she said. "The biggest problem, really, is taking them down. It takes a long time to fold them into a manageable size. My husband is the one who has to do that, because they weigh anywhere from 300 to 600 pounds." 

The business will provide a play area for parties as well as a location for fundraising events. 

"Living in the Midwest, there aren't a lot of things for kids to do when it gets too cold, too hot, or rainy, and this is something that can be used all year round," the DenHartogs said. "Besides working with families, we plan to partner with churches and other groups who may wish to hold some sort of fundraiser. We want to give back to the community." 

The business will be located at 1701 Quincy Avenue, Suite 15 in Naperville, a light industrial area. The DenHartogs said they found getting variances and special uses approved by the city to be somewhat time consuming, but city planner Dan Di Santo, who worked on the project, said that overall the process went smoothly. 

"We usually say we need 60 to 90 days for approval for a project like this, and we met that time frame here," Di Santo said. He also mentioned that while the Big Bounce business needed special approval, having a unique business in a light industrial area isn't that unusual. 

"We already have a martial arts and a church site approved in the same area, so this use wasn't that hard to accommodate," he said. "We have largely office use in the area already, and if there are any trucks, they are required to drive in around the back so other businesses in the area aren't bothered by them. It's a good location." 

For more information on the business, call 630-369-2400 or visit www.bigbouncepartyzone.com . 
